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Background and guidelines for preparation of an 

IBSP project proposal

Framework and goals of IBSP

The General Conference of UNESCO invited the Director-General: "to take measures to reinforce intergovernmental co-operation in strengthening national capacities in the basic sciences and science education through establishing an International Basic Sciences Programme (IBSP) focussed on major region specific actions involving a network of national, regional and international centres of excellence or benchmark centres in the basic sciences." (Reference: Resolution 32 C/14)

Principal goals of the IBSP embrace
· building national capacities for basic research, training, science education and popularization of science through international and regional co​operation in development-oriented areas of national priority;

· transfer and sharing of scientific information and excellence in science through North-South and South-South co-operation.

(Reference: document 167 EX/8).

Background of UNESCO’s programme in the basic sciences and profile of IBSP

Adequate national capacity in the basic sciences is a major prerequisite for harnessing science in the service of society. Efficient applied research, technology transfer, modern education, health care and industry all call for a sound national infrastructure for the basic sciences and necessitate a commitment to strengthen capacities in basic sciences through national efforts and international co-operation. Notwithstanding this, many countries today are decreasing their support for the basic sciences or are quite simply providing insufficient funding. Moreover, recent trends to instead favour investment in applied research, which exclusively seeks short-term returns, is having an adverse long-term effect on national basic science and its service to society. There is, therefore, a pressing need for determined action to develop basic science and so allow it to exercise its creative power in response to the needs of all societies.

The IBSP is to be a new integral element of UNESCO's Regular Programme longstanding versatile activity in the basic sciences that embraces the

mathematical,  physical, chemical,  and  biological sciences and their interdisciplinary areas. Launched by the Organization's Member States about forty years ago, this activity has yielded considerable results and is still doing so. However, it is now time to further develop the activity through inter alia an increase in the scale of co-operative projects on capacity building in science. It is in this context that the IBSP has been created. The IBPS is designed to ensure substantially enhanced co-operation with a view to increasing the outcome of the traditional programme as a whole, while putting emphasis on streamlined and region-specific actions.

Identification of IBSP projects

The identification of concrete IBSP projects will obviously be the prerogative of UNESCO's Member States and partners participating in the IBSP. Proposals may be submitted to UNESCO by Member States and by regional and international institutions/organizations. These project proposals will be reviewed by the IBSP Scientific Board and the governing bodies of UNESCO, following which the Director-General of UNESCO will select those to be carried out in the framework of the IBSP.

The preparation and evaluation of project proposals can be greatly facilitated if the substance of the proposals is presented in a uniform manner. A standardized IBSP Project Proposal Form has therefore been prepared and is attached herewith. It is to be completed by all those submitting a project proposal. Before completing the Form, please read the following information carefully.

Criteria for identifying and evaluating an IBSP project proposal

The Executive Board of UNESCO and the Ad-hoc Committee of Experts for an International Basic Sciences Programme convened by UNESCO to make recommendations on the IBSP, set the following criteria for identifying and evaluating an IBSP project proposal:

(a) The project should have a well-defined goal at the regional or international level, and formulate the expected results to be achieved through an activity in the basic sciences, science education or both during a given biennial period corresponding to a biennial period of UNESCO's programme and budget; a long-term project embracing more than one biennium should be divided into biennial phases;

(b) The proposal should specify the partnerships proposed or being sought and should be of a scope that goes beyond the scale of action that can be carried out within the Organization's existing Regular Programme activity in the basic sciences;

(c) The project is to be implemented with the active participation of a national, regional or international centre of excellence or benchmark centre, or a network of these centres, and there should be evidence of the commitment of Member States and/or international partners to assist in ensuring logistic support and participate in the project on a cost-sharing basis.

(d) A project should be of relevance to regional priorities in the basic sciences and linked to regional development goals identified in the context of UN Millennium Development Goals". A project proposal should be submitted to UNESCO by partners from at least two different countries, one of which should be a developing country or a country in transition. The participation in the project of least developed countries would be particularly welcome.

Modalities for action with IBSP projects

There may be a wide range of modalities of action within IBSP projects, examples are:

· advanced training courses, workshops, seminars;

· research training at centres of excellence or benchmark centres;

· regional or international research collaboration, for which small grants are envisaged;

· activities of regional or international teams promoting science education and public awareness of science;

· fellowships for young scientists;

· visiting professorships;

· activities against brain drain and isolation of researchers in southern countries, in particular, through the provision of grants for research) at home institutions, and South-South and North South co-operative projects; and

· promotion of Internet access to electronic scientific journals, and data bases.

_____________________________

The United Nations Millennium Declaration of September 2000 set the following goals;

· Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger.

· Achieve universal primary education.

· Promote gender equality and empower women. Reduce child mortality.

· Improve maternal healthy.

· Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.

· Ensure environmental sustainability.

· Develop a global partnership for development.

Note: This selection does not imply a diminished commitment to other goals accepted by the international community, including those adopted at other international conferences.

This list is of course not exhaustive and when selecting modalities of action best suited to attain the goals of a project other modalities may be proposed if more effective.

Completing the IBSP Project Proposal Form
All boxes in the Form are to be completed. If added space is required, the boxes may be expanded in the case of an electronic copy; in other cases, the remaining information may be given on separate sheets attached to the Form, with a clear indication on each sheet of the box to which they relate. Any additional/complementary information and/or documents deemed to be useful for presenting a project proposal may be annexed to the completed Form.

The headings of each of the boxes are self-explanatory and comments need only be made concerning Box 10.

This Box is reserved for the endorsement of the project proposal by the National Commissions for UNESCO of the countries involved in submitting it. The endorsement is sought because National Commissions are responsible for associating national institutions interested in educational, scientific, cultural and information manors with the work of UNESCO (Article VII of UNESCO's Constitution). By endorsing the proposal, the National Commissions will be demonstrating that they are in favour of the project being proposed by their national institutions). Any National Commission wishing to review a project proposal and attach the appraisal to the Form may do so. In the case of a project proposal being made by a regional or international body/organization, such a body/organization may also seek endorsement from the National Commissions of the Member States to be involved in the project, but this is not mandatory.

In some cases, it maybe difficult or time consuming to collect the signature of the representative(s) of all the proposing bodies on one single document. When this is so, the principal proposing institution may seek a letter from each of the other proposing bodies in which they confirm that they authorize the submission of the project proposal. These letters should be written on headed paper of the proposing bodies and should be annexed to the project proposal being sent to UNESCO. Likewise, a letter endorsing the project proposal from each National Commission of the other proposing bodies would need to be attached to the proposal if it proves to be difficult to obtain all signatures on the Form.

Submission of project proposals

The IBSP Project Proposal Form and all its annexes are to be completed in English or in French and submitted in three copies to the Director of the Division of Basic and Engineering Sciences whose address is as follows:

Mr M. Nalecz

Director

Division of Basic and Engineering Sciences (SC/BES)

UNESCO

1 rue Miollis

75732 Paris Cedex 15

France

The Director of the Division of Basic and Engineering Sciences will inform the IBSP Scientific Board and the Director-General of UNESCO of all proposals received. He will maintain contact with the authors of each project proposal to keep them abreast of developments relating to their proposal and inform them of further actions that may need to be taken.

For an electronic copy of the IBSP Project Proposal Form or additional information,  please  contact  Ms  C.  Formosa-Gauci  at  <c.formosa-gauci@unesco.org> or fax (+33-1) 45.68.58.18.
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IBSP Project Proposal

1. Title of the Project and name and address of host institution(s)



2. Proposing bodies: name and full address



3. Planned starting date and duration of the project



4. Principal objectives of the project



5. Background and justification of the project



6. Expected results and follow up



7. Principal partners in the execution of the project



8. Outline of the project work plan



9. Budgetary breakdown in US dollars giving:

Overall estimate of the project cost with an estimated breakdown of expenditures:

Funding secured by the Member State(s) or regional/international body(ies) making the project proposal (Please list each State and body and the amount secured from each):

Funding secured or expected from other donors (regional and/or international partner organization(s), Member State(s)) (Please give names of donors and amount secured from each):

Contribution sought from UNESCO:



10. Endorsement of project proposal by National Commissions for UNESCO of countries involved in the submission of the project proposal

Please give name of country(ies) and name and position of person(s) signing in this box



11. Person(s) responsible for communication/inquiries on the project proposal (name, position, full address, Tel, Fax, e-mail):



Signatures by representative(s) of proposing bodies/countries 

Name of signatory:

Position:

Institution/Organization:

               _____________________          _____________________

                           Signature                                            Date

Name of signatory:

Position:

Institution/Organization:

               _____________________          _____________________

                           Signature                                            Date

Name of signatory:

Position:

Institution/Organization:

               _____________________          _____________________

                           Signature                                            Date

Name of signatory:

Position:

Institution/Organization:

               _____________________          _____________________

                           Signature                                            Date

Name of signatory:

Position:

Institution/Organization:

               _____________________          _____________________

                           Signature                                            Date

